An overview of some recent developments in ionization methods for mass spectrometry.
An overview of some recent advances in ionization sources for mass spectrometry is presented. Limitations were set so that the overview covers ionization techniques relevant to organic and biological analysis that have appeared in the literature since the year 2000. No effort is made to be comprehensive. Rather, a broad sweep overview of author-subjective highlights among a wide variety of sources is presented. These ionization sources include electron ionization, chemical ionization, various atmospheric plasma ionization sources, laser desorption sources, sonic spray and electrospray ionization sources.